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On March 13th, in response to the growing threat of the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) I declared a State of 

Emergency in Wood Village.  The full Council ratified the emergency declaration on March 26, taking the 

step to extend its duration. Clearly, we find ourselves in a rapidly evolving situation. A situation that 

includes an increasing number of affected Oregonians.  An increasing number of Oregonians have 

succumbed to the virus. Therefore, we will have to continually evaluate the need for extending the state of 

emergency. 

 

The declaration allowed us to suspend water and sewer shut offs.  If you are unable to pay, late fees will not 

be added to your bill.  When the pandemic has passed you may find yourself still unable to pay. At that time, 

we hope to still be offering Utility Assistant to those in need to avoid being shut-off for non-payment. 

 

We DO NOT want to shut off your service.  We also do not want your electric or gas service to be 

interrupted. We donôt want anyone to be left cold, in the dark and unable to maintain proper hygiene. 

Therefore, we have expanded our popular Utility Assistance Fund.  The fund paid for by our employees 

through voluntary payroll deduction had $3,600 on March 13th.  After appropriating funds meant for 

cancelled events like the 32nd Annual Easter Egg Hunt, funds budgeted but not spent on recent capital 

projects and our planned spending for a 238th Street Façade program, the fund has $140,000. If you are 

experiencing economic hardship due to COVID-19 we will pay your water/sewer, electric and gas bills based 

on our available assistance funds.  The original program was a residential program. During the state of 

emergency, we are offering the service to Wood Village businesses as well. The application to receive relief 

can be found at WoodVillageOR.gov/wood-village-utility -assistance.  Recovery from the effects of the 

pandemic is first and foremost a public health issue.  However, economic stability is key to our survival as 

well. 

 

In addition to a plan for maintaining utility service and supporting economic recovery, we took the step of 

closing the playground and basketball court at Donald L. Robertson Park days prior to Governor Brownôs 

executive order making that a directive for all of Oregonôs parks.  As I mentioned, we have also cancelled or 

postponed popular events such as the Easter Egg Hunt and Clean-Up Day.  The fundraising dinner and 5k 

run to support Play East along with the Spring recreation offerings have also been cancelled. 
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City Hall is closed except by appointment. However, our staff including our public works crew are working 

hard to ensure that all services are maintained through this time. Weôre still holding City Council meetings 

with proper distancing. You can view them live from home on the following channels: Antenna / Broadcast ï 

Channel 3, Comcast ï Channel 22 or 322; Frontier ï Channel 33. You can also submit public comments on 

issues through our website. Your testimony will be read into the record 

during the meeting. Go to our Calendar section on our website and click 

on the meeting of interest to submit your comments. 

 

I am proud of our Council, staff, and all of you for doing what you can to 

stay safe and heathy during this time. The Wood Village we know, and love 

will be here when this pandemic is over. Wash your hands, donôt touch your 

face and stay home. If you do, we will come out stronger and better than 

before. If you need help, please ask.  Your Council and staff are here to serve.  

 

 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT  
 

Due to restrictions on social gathering and concerns for COVID-19, we had to cancel the 32nd Annual 

Wood Village Easter Egg Hunt. Since we already purchased all 32,000 eggs, the City donated the 

candy filled Easter Eggs to local Reynolds schools to give out to area children through their meal box 

programs. We would like to thank our generous sponsors, Emilio Inc., Advanced 

Metal and Wire, AAA of Oregon, Walmart, Wood Village 76 Station, 

The Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde, Wood Village 

Residential LLC and PlayEAST! Recreation.  Despite not having an 

actual hunt this year, their support enabled us to give out eggs and 

help our community grow and thrive during this time.  While we 

missed having an event and seeing you this year, we will be back next 

year for our 33rd annual event with even more eggs! 

 

CLEAN UP DAY AND GARAGE SALE  
 

For our safety and yours, the City of Wood Village has postponed the 2020 Clean Up Day scheduled 

for Saturday, June 27th. We hope to reschedule this event for the Fall so that our residents are still 

able to take advantage of this great event. The 2020 Wood Village Community Garage Sale has been 

cancelled and will not be rescheduled this year. We apologize for any inconvenience, and weôll try to 

bring the event back next year.   
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If you visited Donald L Robertson Park in the 

last 8 years, most likely you have come across 

Groundskeeper Fred Ramirez.  You might 

have seen Fred meticulously mowing the ball 

fields or adding mulch to the walking paths.  No matter what time of 

year, Fred was busy maintaining the park and old City Hall property.  

Whether you were a first-time visitor or frequent visitor, Fred would 

always take the time to smile and wave.  He was passionate about the park 

and enjoyed watching visitors indulge the beauty and amenities at Donald L. 

Robertson Park.  Farewell & Happy Retirement Fred!  

 

 

 

Johnathon Pierce joins the City of Wood Village as the Public Works 

Administrative Coordinator.  Raised in Billings, Montana, he moved to  

SE Portland with his Mom and cat at 13 and has bounced back and forth 

since.  Heôs spent 10 years working for the community, two up the road 

with Multnomah County Animal Services and the last 6 with Community 

Action in Washington County.  He likes helping people so much he went 

to school to try and do a better job of it, earning a BA in Public Policy 

in Chicagoôs DePaul University and a Master of Public Administration 

in New York Cityôs NYU.  He likes to wander around cities, watch old 

movies, and read.  His favorite activity by far is to learn about almost 

anything.  So, chat him up about what interests you and youôll have a 

captive audience! 

 

 

 

 

The Wood Village City Council is putting together a scholarship program for Wood Village residents on 

track to complete high school or a GED program this year, and plan to continue their education.  The Council 

strongly believes in continuing education whether through a community college, trade-school, or university.  

The details of the program are still being finalized, so check our website or call City Hall in mid-May to 

learn more.   
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 Just prior to COVID-19 being declared 

  a pandemic, two Wood Village 

businesses stepped up to become 

Platinum community sponsors.  For Advanced Metal and Wire, this is the third year in a row of being a 

Platinum partner.  Williams and Dame Development (Wood Village Residential LLC), which is building 

on the former City Hall site, became a Platinum partner this year.  The City of Wood Village would like to 

extend our sincere gratitude to our 2020 Platinum Partners: 
 

ï 3rd year in a row! 
 

Wood Village Residential LLC 

 

Even though our events have been postponed, this overwhelming generosity is greatly appreciated and will 

provide memorable events and activities for children, adults, and families throughout Wood Village! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Observed each year during the third week of May, National Public Works Week is a time to recognize 

the efforts of our Public Works Team. We thank them for maintaining the health and safety of our 

community and providing services to citizens throughout the year in the field and in the office. The City 

of Wood Village Public Works professionals strive to improve the community with the following 

services: Safe Drinking Water, Maintaining Storm System, Maintaining Sewer System, Addressing 

Residentsô Concerns, Permit Processing, Emergency Response, Maintaining Park Facilities, Graffiti 

Abatement, Administrative Services, and Engineering Services. The City would like to recognize the 

following Public Works staff for their professionalism and dedication to delivering great services to the 

City of Wood Village: Loren Wilton, Kevin Holstad, Garrett Winterbottom, Brian Kidder, Marie Kizzar, 

Johnathon Pierce, Erika Olivares, Kyler Roberts, and John Niiyama. 
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Itôs that time of the year again.  As required by the State Law, the City of Wood Village prepares an annual 

budget which serves as a primary policy document for prioritizing and planning the cityôs service levels and 

addressing capital needs.  The proposed 2020-21 budget was reviewed and approved by the Budget 

Committee on April 21, 2020 and is now ready for adoption.  The Budget Hearing of 2020-21 Budget will 

take place at City Hall (23335 SE Halsey St, Wood Village, OR) on May 28, 2020 at 6:30pm.  Immediately 

before that at 6:00pm the Wood Village Urban Renewal Board will hold a public hearing to review the 

approved budget at the same location. 

 

The meetings will be available for live viewing on the following channels: 

Antenna / Broadcast ï Channel 3 

Comcast ï Channel 22 or 322 

Frontier ï Channel 33 

 

The total budget has increased from $15.8 million to 

$17.4 million, due to the creation of the system 

development charge fund and transfers to and from 

this fund. The graphs below illustrate major sources 

of revenues and expenses estimated in the upcoming 

year. The appropriations graph indicates that our 

largest expenditure is Public Safety which consists of 

Police, Fire and   9-1-1 Services.  The total cost of 

these contracts is equal to $1,060,239, but the 

property tax revenue estimate is only $945,500, 

which means that funds to cover Public Safety will 

have to come from other sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to participate in the public hearing, public 

comment will be taken in submitted written comment and via 

phone call during the meeting by appointment.  Written 

comments must be received by 5 pm May 28th, 2020.  To 

scheduled public comment, please provide your name, address, 

and phone number via voicemail 503-489-6868 or by email to 

RoseD@WoodVillageOR.gov.  Public comment must be 

scheduled no later than 5 pm on May 28th. 
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